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HEALTH IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY – PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE

Media release 7 July 2006

The need for all sectors of society to work together to improve health is the messages from the Public Health Association (PHA) as its 2006 conference winds up in Palmerston North.
PHA Director Dr Gay Keating says public health is about far more than hospitals, doctors and nurses.

“Over the past three days we have heard presentation after presentation emphasising the impact that things like housing, education, transport, recreation and the environment have on health. To improve health, we need all these sectors to work together.
“We are fortunate that we have a Government supportive of public health – and the public health community must take advantage of this. There has never been a better time to make progress on key public health issues.
Dr Keating said that some specific messages from conference presentations included:

· the need to give Maori health priority so Maori do not continue to become ill and die at greater rates than other New Zealanders
· the need to add folic acid to New Zealand flour to reduce neural tube defects like spina bifida in all population groups

· the need for New Zealand to stick to its Kyoto targets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions to reduce the potentially catastrophic impacts on health of climate change
· the need to ban advertising of high fat, high sugar foods to help to reduce childhood obesity

· the need to control marketing of alcohol.

“Making progress on these and other health issues discussed at the conference relies on a number of individuals and agencies working together.
“We need to involve the whole of society if we are to have a healthy future for our children.”

For further information:

Dr Gay Keating, Director Public Health Association, 472. 3060, cell 027 3414 708.
