PHA APPLAUDS NEW CERVICAL SCREENING CAMPAIGN
18 September 2007
The Public Health Association (PHA) is congratulating the National Screening Unit (NSU) for its new campaign to encourage women to have regular cervical smears.
PHA Director Dr Gay Keating says the organisation is pleased the campaign is focusing in particular on groups with lower screening rates.

“While the National Cervical Screening Programme is for all New Zealand women between the ages of 20 and 70, we know that Maori and Pacific women have much lower rates of cervical screening than the general population. Appealing to these groups to increase their screening rates will reduce inequalities – and reduce deaths from cervical cancer among Maori and Pacific women. 
“These campaigns often also increase screening rates overall, so it is a win-win situation.”

Dr Keating says cervical cancer rates for Maori and Pacific women must be reduced.

“Cervical cancer rates for Maori and Pacific women are nearly twice the rates of all women. Having regular cervical smears can reduce your changes of developing cervical cancer by 90 percent, so this campaign has the potential to save many lives over the years.”
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