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Philippa Howden-Chapman, Public Health Champion 2006

Media release, Thursday 6 July, embargoed to 6.30pm

Social scientist Philippa Howden-Chapman has been named the Public Health Champion of 2006. The award, presented by former Director-General of Health and 2001 Public Heath Champion Dr George Salmond, recognises individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to public health. It is conferred by the Public Health Association of New Zealand (PHA).

Philippa Howden-Chapman is a Professor in the Department of Public Health. She teaches in the area of health and public policy, and is Director of He Kainga Oranga/the Housing and Health Research Programme. 

She was author and editor of Social Inequalities of Health: New Zealand 1999 published by the Ministry of Health and Housing and Health, and is a member of the Heart Foundation Scientific and Public Health Committee and the Strategic Policy Advisory Group of the Ministry for Social Development. 

PHA Director Dr Gay Keating says that Professor Howden-Chapman is the latest in a long line of Public Health Champions who have made an outstanding difference to public health in New Zealand.

“Philippa’s work has contributed to public health at national and international levels, and has directly influenced public health activities in the Wellington region. 

“She is director of the Housing and Health Research Programme. This programme has already demonstrated the many connections that exist between housing conditions, poverty, and ill-health. It is partly thanks to this programme that many families already enjoy warmer and better insulated homes, and consequently have lower rates of asthma and other respiratory conditions.

“The success of the Housing and Health Research Programme is helping put pressure on government to ensure that housing provided by the state complies with standards that meet basic health requirements.”

Dr Keating says that Professor Howden-Chapman has also contributed to many other areas of public health.

“For example, she chaired the New Zealand Drug Foundation for over seven years. She has also spoken out on the role of non-government organisations in civil society and the particular importance of advocacy.”

Philippa Howden-Chapman is well-known internationally for her work on equity in health, as indicated by her membership of the board of the International Society of Equity in Health and membership of the European Network on Interventions and Policies to reduce Socio-economic Inequalities in Health. 

For further information:

Dr Gay Keating, Director Public Health Association, 04 472 3060, cell 021 138 2006

Professor Philippa Howden-Chapman, 027 220 1620.
The Public Health Association of New Zealand is a non-party political voluntary association, which provides a major forum for the exchange of information and stimulation of debate about public health in New Zealand.

