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TWO-TO-A-CELL NO SOLUTION TO INMATE 

ACCOMMODATION CRISIS SAYS PHA
Media Statement 24 January 2006
The Public Health Association (PHA) is horrified that some inmates are to be housed two-to-a-cell to address prisoner accommodation issues.
Director Dr Gay Keating says that offenders have the right to safe and humane containment. 

“This is a stop-gap measure, and a poor one at that. Crowding two people into one cell is unhealthy – it increases the risk of infectious diseases such as preventable lung and skin infections and gastroenteritis.”
She says that imprisonment should be seen as a punishment of last resort.

“Offending is often linked to drug and alcohol issues, and by imprisoning people you make it more difficult for them to access treatment services.

“Offenders have the right to the same level of health care that they would receive in the community, and to live in a safe and secure environment.”

Dr Keating says the Government needs to give more thought to reducing the prison population in the long term.

“Studies show that the great majority of tomorrow’s serious adult offenders can be found among the children of today’s socially and economically disadvantaged families.

“The PHA urges the Government to give priority to programmes that prevent people from entering prison in the first place, alternative sentencing, and rehabilitation.”

For further information contact:
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