19 April 2005

Dear Editor

Drunken violence and vandalism in Parnell (Scumbags breach booze ban, 15 April) shows once again what happens with irresponsible sale of alcohol.

In this case neighbours and retailers are being forced to foot part of the bill for the damage being inflicted on their community by the alcohol dealers and their victims. The Parnell experience shows some of the social cost of alcohol abuse.  

The bigger part of the cost is the effect on the health of our young people. Internationally alcohol is the third highest contributor to the global burden of disease – and like many health issues, our young people are the most affected. Even worse is that starting regular drinking when you are young is associated with problem drinking in later years.

Liberalisation of alcohol sales in 1999 went along with increased drinking by the very young (under-18s), and an increase in alcohol-related harm in that group.  

Good on you Parnell for banning alcohol in particular areas and during particular times. This gives a clear message to young people and to the dealers who sell to them.  Alcohol is a drug that has significant personal and social impacts, and needs to be managed very carefully. 
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