29 March 2005

The Editor

NZ Herald

Dear Editor,

The epidemic of child poverty (Poverty trap snapping shut on children, Herald 26.03.05) must become an urgent priority for all New Zealanders.

New Zealand’s health system is already overburdened with preventable third-world type illnesses and government needs to address the underlying causes of this upsurge. Children who live in poverty risk developing long-term health problems that will be a cost to both the health and social welfare systems. 

The Working for Families package that will be phased in over three years will reduce the number of children living in poverty. But it provides assistance to the working poor, and will make no difference to New Zealand's most vulnerable children, the children of people on a benefit. In these days of full employment the people on benefits are predominantly those who are too ill or too old to be in the workforce, or those with very few skills. Children in such households are already vulnerable and yet government will not increase their income, driving these children and their families further into poverty.

The focus needs to be on our children. There is no excuse for New Zealand failing to take responsibility for its poorest citizens.
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