29 March2005

The Editor

Timaru Herald

Dear Editor,

Temuka Police are to be applauded for enforcing the ban on the consumption of alcohol on streets.  

Like many health issues, our young people are the group most negatively affected by alcohol and related health issues.

Liberalisation of alcohol sales in 1999 has been accompanied by an increase in drinking by people under 18 and an increase in alcohol-related harm amongst young people. Early onset of regular drinking is also associated with problematic drinking in later years.

Internationally alcohol is the third highest contributor to the global burden on disease.

The Temuka ban sends a clear message to local residents, and especially those most vulnerable – the town’s young people.  Alcohol is not an ordinary commodity – it is a drug that if you use it at all should be consumed in safe managed environments.
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