21 March 2005

The Editor

Taranaki Daily News

Dear Editor,

The guilty verdict handed down to child-beater Pieter Donselaar gives an important message to the people of Taranaki – violence against children is unacceptable. 

It seems that some parents cannot tell what is “reasonable force”. Bringing up bruises is way beyond a smack. As long as we condone violence against children in our laws, some parents will abuse and a few will kill their children in the name of discipline.  

What is also clear is that we do not give our children the same legal protections as we give adults. Hitting and bruising an adult would clearly constitute assault. Research tells us that family violence has bad effects on children’s development – and this can be long term. 

Section 59 of the Crimes Act allows parents to hit children in the name of discipline, and it needs to be repealed.  Experience overseas tells us that when countries forbid violence against children there is no increase in prosecutions against parents and caregivers, but there is a reduction in notifications of serious child abuse.

We need to protect those who are most vulnerable in our society.  Child beating must stop. Section 59 must go.
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