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Public Health Association set to champion health needs of the North

The Taitokerau branch of the Public Health Association of New Zealand (PHANZ) will be launched tomorrow at Korou Kore Marae in Ahipara.

PHANZ is a non-party political voluntary organisation, which provides a major forum for the exchange of information and stimultation of debate about public health in New Zealand.  Members take a leading role in promoting public health and influencing public policy through submissions, seminars, the annual conference and a communications strategy.

"We wanted a branch for Taitokerau because we want the ability to look at local issues, rather than being an add-on to an Auckland branch," says spokesperson Wendy Henwood.  

Wendy is currently employed as a researcher and evaulator for Massey University's Whariki Research Unit.  She has worked across the region evaluating Public Health Projects, and youth and drug programmes.

"A few things stand about the North," Wendy says.  

"Obviously we're dealing with things like poverty, physical isolation, and access to services.  But as an area Taitokerau is so diverse that we need to employ a whole range of strategies to meet the needs of the whole region."

The other characteristic that impresses Wendy is the strength of health services and workers.

"Health workers up here are a tight bunch and they work really well together.  Now that we are about to establish our new branch of PHANZ, what we need to do is sit around the table and determine what our priorities are." Wendy says.

Members have already been involved in advocating on issues such as council charges for water and the DHB selection process.

The launch tomorrow will feature addresses from PHANZ President Marty Rogers and Director Dr Gay Keating.  Other speakers include Director of Prisons Dianne McGregor, Mental Health Promotion Worker Maria Baker and Tsunami Relief Worker Terina Gladding.
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