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Thursday, July 01, 2004
News Release

Christchurch woman honoured with public health champion award
Christchurch woman Pauline Barnett has been honoured as the Public Health Champion for 2004. Dr Barnett is a public health teacher and advocate, and senior lecturer at the Christchurch School of Medicine. 
Pauline has been recognised for her vision and commitment to public health over 25 years. This has included teaching public health to medical and other post-graduate students, and research on health system restructuring over the last decade. Before that she worked in research and policy for the Ministry of Health.

Working closely with community agencies such as the Cancer Society, and Canterbury health services reflects her on-going commitment to public health. Other interests include diabetes prevention, mental health and primary care. She is a voluntary literacy tutor with the Adult Reading Association, working with mainly young men and migrants. 
 She is a former President of the Public Health Association during the challenging years in the early 1990s, and was secretary of the national association before then. The impact of health system restructuring has been a particular research interest, particularly the way public health was undermined during that period.
PHA president Marty Rogers says Pauline Barnett has shown a quiet but strong commitment to improving the health of the community, especially in Christchurch. 
‘We acknowledge Pauline as one of many strong, outspoken advocates like Pauline in public health.’
The annual Champion is chosen by the Public Health Association and announced at their yearly conference currently being held in Christchurch. This is the fifth award to be made, honouring contributions in both professional and voluntary spheres. Previous Champions include quit-smoking advocate Helen Glasgow, psychiatrist Dr Mason Durie, general practitioner Dr Pat Ngata and health consultant Dr George Salmond.
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For follow-up, contact Pauline, 03 351 8152 (home) or through the Conference media office, 0274 44 22 44. 







