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Report from the President
The year in brief

The past year has been busy for head office and the council. We have had the opening of branch in
Northland. Me mihi nunui ki a koutou. Tena koutou. This was a wonderful event with director Gay
Keating, Kathrine Clarke from the MaØori Caucus, and myself attending to tautoko the kaupapa.

Council has also been undertaking a review of its current business, where it might go in the future, what
will we need to get there and of course the ever present can we survive without a ministry contract? This
work is continuing and we expect to be coming out to the members in the next 1-3mths with a discussion
document for your input. This has been a particularly trying time for the staff and council but I can assure
you all that things are in hand and that everyone is working together towards a positive outcome for the
PHA.

Many things have been happening in the sector, with the Long Term Council Community Plans work
that many branches have been involved in he mihi nui ki a koutou. The reconstituted discussion in relation
to the lowering of the drinking age. Should health be accepting sponsorship from the Ronald McDonald
Trust for a mobile oral health van? If not, why not and if yes, why? These and many more issues have
been confronting the public health sector in the last year. I also had the honour of being on the interview
panel for the Director of Public Health, Mark Jacobs. Congratulations and I look forward to his working
with us in the future.

Looking Forward

With the many issues facing the public health sector, and the health of New Zealanders, there is lots of
work for everyone. Researchers, policy makers, front line community workers all have an important role in
contributing to turning the health of all New Zealanders around. How we continue to define the role that
the Public Health Association can have in this, is of course all of our responsibility, therefore members
participation in the decision making processes the PHA and its branches institute is very important.

It is pleasing to note that membership has risen slightly particularly in the area of the Ma©ori workforce.
Now we need to focus just as much attention on the Pacific Nations workforce, and identify ways that we
can offer collegial support and advice to advance the health aspirations they may have.

So to all the members of the Public Health Association of New Zealand, the coming year will continue
to present challenges for the communities we are a part of and those we serve. Remember always:

NaIku te rourou NaIu te rourou Ka ora ai te iwi
With my food basket and your food basket, together we will sustain the people

Marty Rogers, President.

Report from the Director
Once again the PHA has had a busy advocacy and policy year on our priority issues.

We have consistently raised the health consequences of inequality and socio-economic determinants of
health and other public health issues into the public debate through both government submission and
letters in newspapers across the country. We’ve targeted local government to raise the profile of Health
Impact Assessment.

We’ve been using Advocating public health for Maori the checklist developed for the PHA by the Maori
caucus. It’s been part of all our submissions and we’ve begun training on using this checklist. We’ve
continued the media training. We still don’t have the visibility in the Maori media that we would like, but it
is growing.

The Christchurch PHA Conference (2004) Growing our Own raised the issue of the public health
workforce. I have been actively passing on sector concerns to the Ministry of Health, through the Public
Health Workforce Development Project Advisory Group.

Our successes are a result of the magic multiplying effect of members and staff. The positions state-
ments are a blend of evidence, principles and passion contributed by members. These give a national (and
at times international) platform for advocacy, in full confidence that the position is totally justified by the
science, backed by the heart of the membership. I provide background and drafts to members so that you
do highly targeted advocacy in your own communities, again confident in the quality of the science and the
backing of the whole organisation. I would not be able to achieve half of what I do nationally for the PHA
if not for the specialised input of members, and I believe that the office contributes to making you more
effective in your work.

Together we are able to think global, and act national and local, being “An informed collaborative and
strong advocate for public health”!
Gay Keating, director.

Marty Rogers, President
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Gay Keating, director
With thanks

The Public Health Association of New Zealand is a voluntary organisation committed to improving the
health of all New Zealanders. It is the generosity of the volunteer time given by members that makes
the work of the PHA possible. Members donate their knowledge and skills to ensure that the work of

the PHA is timely and is based on the best available evidence.

Executive
Council 2004/05
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2004/5 Highlights from the branches and Mâori Caucus
Te Tai Tokerau

Te Tai Tokerau branch was approved in December at the PHA Executive Council meeting and officially launched at Ahipara in March. He
mihi nui ki nga - members of the Auckland branch, which gave generous financial support to help with the branch establishment. Two meetings
have already been held in conjunction with the Te Tai Tokerau Health Promotion Network and at a branch hui hosted by Hauora Whanui
members Melanie Dalziel was nominated and elected as branch representative to the PHA executive council, with Lisa McNab as branch chair
supported by Dagmar Schmidt as treasurer.

The branch has been active with submissions over concerns of the McDonalds sponsored mobile dental service and Far North District
Council Long Term Council Community Plan hearing in Te Tai Tokerau. The branch looks forward to going from strength to strength.

Auckland
In July 2004 things PHA began to rev up in Auckland following a Branch ‘regeneration’meeting. A small group of people put their hands up

to form a working group and undertake some positions of office. An action plan was developed and a range of initiatives undertaken. These
have included: DHB and Local Body Elections Candidates Evening; Maori Policy Workshops; and Christmas Function with Auckland
Mayor Dick Hubbard.

This year the branch has continued to add value to Public Health in the region through: Sponsorship of two people to attend the 2005 PHA
Conference in Wellington; keeping members informed with up to date public health issues; actively supporting the development of Te Tai
Tokerau Branch; beginning early thinking on the 2007 Conference to be held in Auckland.

Waikato
Waikato branch continues to operate on an email basis due to the geographical spread of members. It is well supported with the PHA

President, Vice President, and council representative who are all from this region. In October a group of Tauranga-based Waikato Branch
members, other public health staff and local council employees in Tauranga met to present on the HIA tool released by the Public Health
Advisory Committee of the NHC, and other HIA and Integrated Impact Assessment tools. The presentation was led by PHA representative
Faye Ryan and long time PHA member, Brian Pointon. It was also an opportunity to promote the PHA and encourage membership. The
branch was pleased to offer a sponsorship to the 2005 conference.

Central Districts
Branch is in good heart. In September 2004 it funded a public meeting during DHB elections about what the local DHB can do to keep the

region’s people healthy. Most candidates attended. During last year the branch also hosted a very successful fundraising film evening. Member-
ship has increased and a drive is in place to increase membership from the Hawkes Bay and Wanganui areas. Treasurer, Nan Kinross has also
served on the Primary Health Reference Group for the MidCentral DHB and attended Bio ethics council meetings. Planning for Conference
2006 is already underway.

Wellington
Wellington PHA branch had a very busy year with the main focus being the organising of annual conference. Louise Delany has facilitated

and led the planning for 2005 PHA Conference and has been supported by many branch members.
Highlights of the year included the annual post budget breakfast – an opportunity to analyse the budget from a public health perspective; a

local election “meet the candidates evening”; and a panel discussion following our AGM on the benefits and concerns on corporate sponsorship
for public health. Two branch committee members developed public health policies to be presented at this year’s national AGM.

Our committee is energetic and we have a lot of public health experience on the committee. This year we welcomed three new members, and
then three more were nominated at the AGM – surely a good sign.
We look forward to hosting other PHA members in Wellington at 2005 Conference.

Canterbury
The major event for this past year was the PHA Conference held in Christchurch in July 2004. Great teamwork meant for a compelling and

effective conference. A highlight of the conference was the chance to celebrate Pauline Barnett as the PHA Champion for the year. Since the
conference, the branch has taken time to reflect on the aims and roles of the local branch and has drawn up a plan of the year. The main activity
for the year was a seminar on the obesity epidemic.

Otago/Southland
In 2004/2005 we continued to co-sponsor the Public Health seminar series with the Dept of Preventive and Social Medicine. These are

regular fortnightly seminars during semester time. They include academic presentations as well as local issues such as the Presbyterian Support
Services report on rental accommodation in Dunedin “Old, Cold, and Costly.”

We sponsored two local students to the 2004 national PHA conference. Our work for the coming year includes the coming general election
and liaison with the Community and Public Health Advisory Committees of the DHBs in our area.

Our ‘official’ team changes this year. Stepping down are Kate Morgaine, Louise Croot and Stephanie Read. Our new team consists of
Richard Egan (Chair and elected branch representative to the national PHA Executive Council) Jennie Elliot (Secretary) and Rob McGee will
remain as Treasurer. We wish them well for the future.

Mâori Caucus
This last year we have participated in policy workshops in Auckland and Kawakawa, both well attended by Maori. We also celebrated with Te

Tai Tokerau the launch of the new branch and acknowledge the hard work required to get this Branch up and running, and am encouraged by the
strong Maori membership in this Branch. Members of the Maori Caucus participated in the Maori Leadership Training facilitated by Mauri Ora
Associates, the significants of this training is the promotion and development of Maori leadership in public health.

We continue to participate in other PHA activities including supporting the advocacy work of the national office.
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Statement of Financial Performance

Statement of Financial Position

This is an abridged version of our annual accounts. Martin Jarvie PKF have completed an audit and their full report is available
on the the PHANZ website http://www.pha.org.nz or contact the PHANZ Manager, pha@pha.org.nz for further information

Signed by Auditor
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